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Special Places 

 
Silhouette Lost is Book One of the sci-fi/fantasy Silhouette Lost series, currently comprised of 
eight books. The setting spans West Coast, USA and leaps to Italy, from a town which houses 
Yamaria's aunt and uncle's cottage, as well as a café to the Amalfi Coast and thereafter the 
estate of Yamaria's love interest, Salvatore.  It begins as a paranormal and science 
fiction/fantasy novel with an overarching contemporary romance story.  It is the catalyst to the 
opening to another world, verily to be introduced to the reader in Book Two, Rising Shadows. 

 
Yamaria's backyard is the one place where she as a youth played and contemplated. Her 
precociousness and ability to observe important matters within the mundane contributed to her 
innocent imagination. Despite this, her astute nature even in her youth allowed for her to see 
what most could not—the special nature of one creature. This small bird that would become a 
guardian of Yamaria and whom she would forever be bonded with chose this place, her 
childhood backyard, because of its serenity and secure enclosure. Thus allowing Yamaria to 
freely interact and begin to discover that the world known and unknown is beyond the confines 
of the limited material understanding. 

 
 

The lofty place: This place has no specific name. One should not consider it heaven. Nor is it 
another world where humans or other beings from otherworldly kingdoms inhabit or exist. This 
elevated existence is a place for only those called upon in their individual strivings. When 
Yamaria first experiences this, it is as if she entered a dark abyss with no ending or beginning. 
This is because she relied on her senses of her physical form when she initially encountered it. 
However this place is elevated beyond the tangible. Some consider it the Unseen  that guides 
the individual to them. A voice beyond voices commanding higher beings to allow them entry so 
that she may explore and understand the greater of their true selves. This plane is where 
Yamaria visits in her youth. She hears, speaks and listens. In this elevated space she can even 
feel the gravitational sensibility of falling, but she does not. Yamaria can see herself though her 
physical form is not present here. It is a place of softness. It is an elevated state in which pale 
lavender clouds stretch from east to west. A plane of guidance that becomes an opening to 
Yamaria's understanding of her hidden ability to manifest is buried and revealed. 

 
 

Aunt Catalina's and Uncle Giovanni's cottage is situated in a small town in Italy. After  
completing her graduate studies, Yamaria returns to Italy to relocate. She lives here with her 
aunt and uncle in their quaint cottage. Yamaria had visited this place during the summers of her 
youth. Catalina and Giovanni took deliberate steps to maintain the character of the abode while  



 
 
 
 
 

   still updating it with modern appliances and fixtures. It is comprised of two levels. The kitchen is      
  near the rear of the first floor with a door that leads to the backyard. The front door had a  metal  
  knocker situated in the center with a natural patina that took years to evolve. The cottage 

has a few bedrooms on the upper level, simple furniture all throughout. Their attic houses a 
trunk that Yamaria's aunt finally reveals was left behind by her father, Tomasso for her. It 
encapsulates her fending off the curious teasing of her aunt and uncle when she becomes 
reacquainted with Salvatore, a former co-ed from her scientific studies. 

 
 

The café is a local coffee shop Italīano not too far down the street from Yamaria's aunt and 
uncle's home. The shop has wide windows with a clear view of the cobblestone street aligning 
its front façade. It is quaint with home baked sweets and pastries and all the fresh-brewed 
varieties of coffee drinks imaginable. When not at the university to conduct some post-graduate 
research, or seeking refuge in her bedroom from Catalina's and Giovanni's banter, it is here 
where she gets some work done. It is this simple and friendly place that catapults Yamaria's 
journey into understanding herself better—because of the man she would soon marry 
thereafter, Salvatore. 

 
The botanical gardens are a huge portion of an Italian park Yamaria visited often with her father 
and mother as a child. It contained stone statues and water fountains contributing to the 
peaceful scenery that locals and tourists alike enjoyed. However, the gardens do not solely have 
an aesthetic value to Yamaria's childhood memories. It is here that Yamaria continues to piece 
the puzzle between an unusually large heirloom left to her by her father, Tomasso. She realizes 
that she holds the key. Somewhere in this park is the lock for her to unfasten. Thus the gardens 
become a pivotal locale in which Yamaria, along with Salvatore, enter into the realm where 
space encounters time. It is not necessarily darkness, nor is it a place primarily to transport the 
tangible from one place to another. This is called the interstice. 

 
 

The interstice contains the cosmos, and universes but it not limited. Space and time may cross, 
but it is not the defining crux of what separates the two. There are layers within the interstice. 
Upon entry, one can still hear the material as if he is very present with the speaker. Yet the 
speaker cannot touch nor feel the listener. He or she can perceive and know how near the other 
person is. This is where Salvatore was temporarily kidnapped, where Yamaria thought she had 
lost her fiancé forever. However, they reunite. The depth of the interstice is where Yamaria 
encounters three others whom she discovers are her siblings raised in other worlds. Yet the 
interstice was not how their mother and father transported their other offspring. This point of 
space and time is a gratuitous reality wherein some may meet, encounter signs of what must be 
done in their world or one that requires saving. Somehow, an enemy to Earth has paused time. 
It is here that Salvatore, Yamaria, Gidadina, Basilia, and Livianna use their knowledge and gifts to 
save the Earth. When they return, they are all visible as if nothing happened, can see, hear and 
speak. It is because when the pause of Earth occurred none of them were present and thus not 
affected. After they defeat the primary enemy, they will likely never visit or be summoned to  
the interstice again. Far along in Salvatore's and Yamaria's journey they will encounter a form of 
existence greater than the interstice, one that exists beyond all realities. 
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